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0rganic materials bring simple

charm- and relief from the

ordinary- to a Baltimore County

Afts and Crafts-style home.

BY KESSLER
PHOTOGRAPHED BY

BURNETT
ALAN GILBERT
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Above; The Arts and Crafts-style house blends perlectly into the su rr c r . d rn g ro lling hills.
Below: A, contemporary stained-glass wall in the foyer depicts the properry s !,,,0 o d s i su rroundings.

TYptcat- TENDS ro become boring quickly, so when plan-
ning the construction of their new house, this Baltimore
County couple knew they wanted to change up things
dramatically. "We spent 15 years in a contemporary home,
and we were done with predictable drywall and mould-
ing," says the husband.

"Plus, we wanted to get away from the rypical big-box
house with an open floor plan that offered no privacy what-
soever," adds his wife.

Drawn to Arts and Crafts architecture, the couple opt-
ed for a scape of warm, intimate spaces defined by inter-
esting, natural details. "Our architect, Bruce Finkelstein,
asked us what materials we wanted in the house and we
knewwe wanted to incorporate glass, metal, wood, stone
and brick," explains the owner.

"We also wanted to use recycled materials as much as
we could," adds his wife. "While we didn't ser out to do a
'green' house, we wanted it to be as green as possible."

The result is a 6,000-square-foot Arts and Crafts-style
house defined by balanced spaces that are anything but
ordinary. "It's perfection," his wife adds. "I call it my
'George Clooney' house."
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,[()l] lHl'.\lOSl\\'lJI\lsl(l\1..\\t)Slt\\l\(;l\ll-.ltl()ltl)l'.'1.\ll.S
hc cor-ttcnrl-rol'rrv stainccl-glass u indou thar tj'rrnrcs tlrc ma-

Irruv fl-ont iloor. Joir.rtlr. clesigned bv thc couplc's I-,llicott ( liti-
.ccl intcrior clesigncr.' l'i na \\bjtll ol TL\\' Intcriors, ilncl thcir
iritcct, ["irrkclsrcin, it rlepicts a gcutlv irl)strirct l oorlsv sce ne.

\\'lurtccl light in thlt ruor-r-r. brrt I .rlso urntccl prirircr'." s'lls
' l ifc. "\\'hcn pcoplc conrc irr. thcv talli rrborrt u hitt thcv scc

:lte picttrrc. rtncl cvcnrrne hrrs thcir ou n intcrcsting intcrprc-
, ilr-"
I-hc firver llror is rr tcrrser of the trner;rcctecl clcsign cleurcnts
i rru rrit insiclc. I'nlikc tlle rcst of thc hoLrsc. n hich is hicl l ith
:rn 1'loorir.tg, hcrc \\irjtal chosc rr flanncl gra\'. mctllllic porce-

r-glrtzc rilc flxrr, u ith its sclurrres outlincd in co1-rper birncls. "lts

inclrrstrirrl glori rrcids rnothe r lrn'cr of tcxturc. ancl it ckrcsr-r't cor-r-r-

1-rctc s ith thc staincd-glrrss n irrdori," srn s \\ ojtal.
'l'he sitting roour f'crrtrlrr:s tu o bricli \\'alls. ouc ir-r a trirclitior-ral

broken-ioint prttcrn. s hich firrnres tlic clining arcir. rrncl the oth-
cr in an unerpcctcrl herringbonc pattcm. lrbovc thc fireplace.'l'he
scnth'\'tultccl pinc ceilir.rg is sLrpponccl bv rcpurposcd blrn bclms
that hang abovc llrirzililtn chcrrr-floors. An archccl stonc l ir-r-

ckru'opcnir-rg fi.lnres thc ccntcr olthc kitchcn. utilc rr nrct:.rl chirr-r-

dclicr of leafl brrrrrches (fror.n Guticrrez StLrclios) fiirn.res thc
rcclrriurccl u oocl clining table. .\ hint of thc firvcr's st.rine cl-glass

ulll is cor-rtinuecl in thc u'inclorv trtnsonr high on thc north-
f'rrcing u rrll.

'l'hc srrrrour"rcling firrnishings irrc a stucll ir.r no-firss sinrplicitr.

seats, enliven the main
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Gentleipunches ol color,
such as oranle cluh chairs
and moss-green diiting



Ahave:Iht 'ii,,r;r i r!! r!i:rr is the ideal spotfor i;'

Springstei:n :ti,ri,i ::lr ::il "This is a true Arls il!:r
Wojlal, altoirt iii,: r,,i r:r !{e specifically chose r;

lhis roonl si rii:-;; ,i ',.r:,iil rilve ils own identity

.:i'.:r:l!red Bruce

l : r. llll S?YS

,.,ri,rotry in

"\\'e had to llc ill)lc to live on cven'piccc. \rr\ s tlrc s ifc. "\\'c'rc
so casuitl thrrt if $c coulcin't slecp on it or crrt on it. \\'c clicln't
\\,ant it."

'l-he sitting :lrcrt h( )l(ls x chocolatc vcl\ ct e( )ue h ilncl chocolatc

lcatl-rcr ottonriur. ri hilc sLrbtlc punclres olcoLrr rrre tiruncl ir-r thc
luross-grccu rrrcrlc tlining chrrirs ancl or'.urgc lcrlrhcr clrrb chrirs.
"\\Ilrcn lorr tle 'igrr u ith so lnanl llilterials. r'orr tlor"r't \\'ant cont-
peting l)llttcnr. in thc iLrrnirrrre," cxphins \\'o.itrrl. "lt's ir.npor-

tant thrt tlie :P;111 tc'e l' errlnr. so vou hAlc to bc l illing ft) eclit il

lot so that rlting' ti' ,n t {ct r(x) complicatc(1.'

"THA',t 'S IIil ,)\t ) \lrl I()\\\."s.\\s'l llll()\\\l.tt. \l)11..-l-f\1il)

fan of "'l'hc llr ,'.." ri rrh r chtrcklc. lbout thc llnrcc Springstccr.r

painting lrrrrrgirr': i:: iri. rlcn. -lhe 
cr-rergctic picee sits conrfort-

ablv ur-rclcr:ln intr..1i. \rts rtncl (lrafts-stllc cciling iurd anrid

dark chocol.rtu lc-,:::::. iLrrnirrrrc irncl builr-in c lrcrn cabinetrr'.
\,\,hich cilsts:t \\.1.;:'. .rine on this spacc intentlcrl Io cntcrtrtin
nranh' tlpc\. "l .'.,.: :, -: .r l)l:rce I could go to ri rteh sports," silvs

t



The addition o! aq archerl stone wal!
ar!l-iiut 0n thL. rrx:irrror 0i tha) liiichctl

is renrirri..;lui;t ol an :iqed hearth.

e o\\'ncr. "Krlrnrcr Ithc clrlg] ciln colrrc irr itcclrrrsc Itc's it Lu\'."
'l'hc 

kitcher-r. s hich intc.qrirtcs slttc floors. sorrltstonc countcrs
^,d birch ci.ll)incts, is a stucll in ciegrrnt cfflcicncl s ith its prirc-

-:rl girllcv clcsign. Savs \\-ojtal. "(illlcv kitchcns arc rlle nlosr
.rlctionill of lll llvotrts. 'l'herc arc trltorrt scvcn t'cet of sltircc bc-
,.ecn thc t\\'o ro\\'s of clbincts ltncl tons of countct space. so lto
rc is rvorliing or-r top of each othcr."

I{cight is rrcliicved in rhc nrasrer bcrlroor.r.r thanks ro the rrrft-
I golcl vcllct hcirdboarcl thnr grazcs the sophisticaterl col-rtcr-n-

,rirrv cciling. 'llic sclcction of liner.r lampshrrclcs lbovc thc
ttrblcs arrcl rt r-rLrblx,chcr-rillc chaisc lour-r.qc rrclcl to thc cxlnt-

'{. natural clenrcrrts in the spacc. Alrovc the becl hrrngs lr (lurrcr'
( l<1. u roLrght-iron chlnrle licr clrcssccl rvith a sparsc sn irg of cn's-

u'hich lcncls thc rrxrrn u iclth rrnrl rr hir.rt olshinc. \\irjtll chosc
,lrlcn-hue d clrrlpcn. s hich cchocs thc color of thc hcaclborrrrl
tl rrllou s f<rr a seamlcss shift in cokrr lgrrinst thc palc lr(luit \\'xlls.
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RESOURCES

Architect Bruce FinkeLste n, HBFp us Architects,

41 0-486-0253, hbfplus com

lnterior design Tina Wojta , Ellicott City, 410 461-9360

Construction Robin Ford Build ng & Bemodeling,

rlamp.1s66, 4 0 239-BBb0 robirtfordbuiltlirtg cotn

Lighting design Carol Crampton Lighting Design,

Towson, 4T 0 494 4411 , crantptonlightrngdestgn.cont

Custom metalwork Gutierrez Studios, 410 BB9-5341 ,

gutierrezstudios.com
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"l,ightcr clrrrltcs rr orrlrl hrrr c crcrrtccl it ntorc.jlrring e1'_

fccr rrgrrinst thc clrrrli trinr," crplrrins \\ir.jtLrl.
"]t's so cozv insiclc in tlrc coolcr nronths. brrt corrrc

sprir-ru. u'c lilc orrrsirlc unclcr rhc prrr ilion." srrvs rhc
orr ncr. "l llrrsicrrllv rcrrcl orrt rhcre rrll sunlrcl. lnrl fLrll.
rrntl u c crtn crrsilr flt i.i orrr rhcrc firr cntcrrrrir-rins.'.

'l'ltc coltpcr-l'oofecl ltrn ilion is tirntccl lx.rr Loi poncl
rr.cl c.rrfirrtrrblr h,lcls ar ,r crsizccl sccti.rlrl c,uch lr.d
clirtirs lrr-tl rr sptrcioLrs coftcc tttltlc.'l'lic slrrtc tcrrtrcc flxrr.
post-rrncl-bcrrnr prrr ilion clcsign rrnd brick r rrlls snrurr_
h intcgratc into tlrc spacc crucirtl clcnrcnts firLrncl u.ith_
in tlic ilttcrior'. "(lhoosins u hat I crrll orrr'clrcrtrrr rcrrr-r.r.

olthc righr rrrchitccr. brriIdcr rrncl intcrior rlcsigr-rcr. l.as
thc ltest thing rr c'r'c cvcr ckrnc," sills thc \\ if'c.

.\dcls hcl husbrurtl. "... bcsitlcs gctting rlrtrr.icrl." I
rl
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